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DANGERS OF EXAMINATIONS 
Editor School Review. 

Sir : — Whether it was by chance or by design of the immor- 
tal gods I do not know, but I happened to take up the annual 
report of President Schurman of Cornell immediately after 
reading the article on the " Dangers of Examinations " in the 
November School Review. In this article Mr. Jacobs says: 
" Examinations may perhaps be best relegated to their proper 
place by considering what they really do for the scholar and 
how they do it." 

In Appendix II of President Schurman's report there are 
some facts given which seem to bear directly upon this matter. 
The students who have entered Cornell University during the 
past six years are divided into » three groups as follows : 

i. Those who were examined for admission. 

2. Those who entered on certificates other than regents' 
diplomas. 

3. Those entered on regents' diplomas. 

Of the first group 18.53 per cent, were found deficient in 
ability to do the required work in the university and were 
dropped. Of the second group 11. 14 per cent, were dropped, 
and of the third group, 6.46 per cent. This seems to mean 
that those students who have been brought up under what is 
perhaps the most complete, though probably the most elastic 
examination system in the world, make a showing nearly twice 
as good as that of students holding other certificates, and three 
times as good as that of students holding no accepted certificates. 
It certainly appears as if examinations had done something 
for these students. Very truly yours, 

Chas. F. Wheelock 
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